
Cuala Ladies Chairperson’s Report 

Eugene Egan RIP 

Whilst 2014 was a year that saw many events and challenges, by far the most 
significant, and heart-breaking, was the untimely passing of a dear friend and 
colleague. Eugene Egan, who died in February, has done so much at club and 
county level to develop juvenile & adult Ladies Football. His contribution was 
valued well beyond Cuala too. As recently as this week, at their the Dublin 
LGFA awards event, the Hall of Fame Award was awarded posthumously to 
Eugene for his services to Dublin Ladies Gaelic Football. A fitting tribute to 
lovely man who has left a great legacy - not just to Dublin & Cuala Ladies 
Football but all teams and activities in the club.  Ar dheis Dé go raibh a Anam. 

Building on that wonderful legacy, 2014 was a year of first’s for the Ladies 
section as it was the first time we have fielded two Ladies Gaelic Teams and an 
Ladies Camogie Team as well as Minor Football and Camogie teams, we had 
various levels of success on the playing field but the most important thing was 
that the players played as often as they could and when on the field of play 
they gave 110% to the matches. 

The teams have played really well with the Ladies getting to a cup final, 
winning a shield final and the minors being narrowly beaten in a riveting match 
in St Bridget’s yesterday evening against St Pats of Donabete but success 
cannot be measured by the amount of silverware we won as I feel the success 
of this year can be seen in the amount of matches all the teams fielded and the 
way they were played. 

We have had challenges in the year but thankfully we have been able to come 
through these challenges and we now look forward to the future with the 98 
girls joining our minor team, bringing with them the prospect of first division 
football in a few years.  This year we are hoping to field both strong minor and 
ladies teams and look forward to more success on the playing field in 2015.  



2015 will bring change with Elizabeth Gregan and Siobhan Browne the ladies 
managers stepping down after a few years but we wish them well and thank 
them for all the groundwork they have put in over the years since the ladies 
section was formed and know that they will be still around at matches 
supporting and encouraging the teams with their knowledge and love of the 
game, we wish them well. But we hope to face these changes with the same 
level of commitment as has been shown previously by the others who went 
before and know that the one thing that we all strive to achieve is girls out 
playing as much football as possible will still be the driving force of our section 
and as always the players and managers, parents will support the committee in 
their aim to bring ladies football to the highest levels possible within the club 
and county.  

Treasurer’s Report 

The Ladies Section finished the year with a surplus of income over expenditure of €3,400.  I cannot 
compare this to previous years as I never received account details from the previous treasurer.  This 
surplus is largely attributable to the very successful fundraiser “Hyde Road Horrors” organised by the 
Ladies Football group during the year.  As a result of the success of the fundraiser the section 
committee decided to park the opening balance of 2014 (2K) to a central “pot” of money to protect 
the section should a team run into difficulty.  We should have enough left in each team to cover the 
winter training period Oct-Dec 2014 but after this the team balances will be circulating around zero. 

The player subventions received by the Ladies Section from the annual subscriptions paid by the 
members is €65 per player.  This generates income of circa €4K for the section each year and 
basically contributes towards the costs of team entry fees to the various leagues and championships 
entered and winter training.  All other expenses related to the section have to be raised elsewhere.  
This covers the cost of equipment (footballs, sliotars, , jerseys, bibs etc), referees fees, and the odd 
social event for the players etc.  The total cost of running the section this year was €13.5k, I do not 
have accurate figures for previous years for comparison.  One of the bigger cost differences that we 
are aware of is the use of decent training facilities for the ladies football last year. 

Therefore, the big challenge for the Ladies Section group is to continue to organise successful 
fundraising initiatives to raise sufficient funds to cover the expenses of running the section each 
year.  This requires the continued involvement and support of players and parents to organise 
fundraising events and to support the events organised. 



Minor Football Report 2014 

Division 3 League  

Again this year, John and Donal placed a huge emphasis on core training, ball handling skills and 
raising the girl’s fitness levels and the result of this was clear to see as the year went on. 

The girl played a very successful league campaign coming second to an extremely strong Parnell’s 
who were unbeaten in the league. 

What was particularly great to see was how all the girls improved their skills and team play. This year 
above any other the girls gelled as a team and that was clear to see by their team play on the pitch. 

Division 3 championship 

September was a tough month in terms of player retention. With a large number of girls moving into 
6th year we had a few girls who opted out for the year to concentrate on study. Hopefully they will 
come back to football after June. 

At the time of writing this report the girls are looking forward to a shield final against St. Pat’s on 
Sunday 9th November in Donabate. 

It is a very fitting send off to the 96s who are moving up to Adult level next year. On behalf of myself, 
John and Donal, I would like to wish them all the best of luck and we will miss them a lot. 

We would like to thank all the girls for their commitment to training over the past year. To see so 
many coming and participating so well at every session was spectacular. 

2015 

The year ahead will see us merging with the 98s for training with John and Donal taking the lead in 
this. We are looking forward to a good year of matches and training. We are also conscious on 
improving player well being and helping them grow as a team. 

On behalf of John, Donal and I, we would like to thank a number of people. Firstly all the parents 
who got so involved offering lifts and helping with pitch set up etc. Without their continued support 
we wouldn’t be able to field the team. A big thanks also to Richard and Fintan for all the help with 
training and at matches.   

We would also like to say a word of thanks to the 98 girls and their parents who played up a few 
times when we were short on numbers and especially to Barbara for her continued support. 

Finally to the girls themselves, we would like to say a huge thank you to them all for all your hard 
work throughout the year. It is still a pleasure to work with them all. 

Linda Farren, John McKeown & Donal Dunne 

Ladies Football A Team 



At the start of the year Alex John and myself, took up coaching in roles with the ladies 
team to assist Siobhan. At the start of the year we were using the underground fitness as 
one of our nights of training. The other night was a Friday night on the pitch in IADT 
which was used for ball work and drills. At the start of the year we struggled to get 
friendlies with a number of teams letting us down. It was at this time that the captain for 
the year was chosen to be Aoife McGovern and Vice-captain Cathy Brock.  

The league kicked off in February we started off against Castleknock who on the day 
beat us and they in fact went on to win the league with a 100% record. We were placed 
in Div 4 this year. In the league we finished 3rd and where only beating twice by the two 
teams that finished ahead of us so all in all it was quite a good year and other then the 2 
loses we put up some very strong results.  

There was also a cup competition that ran alongside the league throughout the year. We 
made the semi-final of this competition. On the night we were beating by a strong O 
Tooles team on their home pitch. Again that was a good showing and to reach the semi-
final was a good achievement.  

The last competition we were a part of was the Junior A championship, which the group 
stage of, was run over 2 weeks. We didn't fare as well as we would have hoped in this 
competition only picking up 1 win out of 5.  

We played the 7s tournament in St Sylvester's at the end of the year. It was on a 
Saturday we brought a strong team but unfortunately we did not progress from the 
group but a good day was had by all.  

All in all I feel we had a very strong year and hope to push on in all competitions this 
year.  

Ladies Second Team Football 

Second team football is a new thing for Cuala Ladies and we found the year to be both enjoyable and 
stressful all in one go.  The year started slowly with a new team heading out to Donabete for their 
first match together and it was the not success we hoped it would be as we lost badly but from 
defeat comes success as we went on to win the next few matches well and began to play as a team 
and bond as both managers and players.  The league was hard as we found ourselves looking for 
players from the minor’s every week and thankfully they have been a tremendous help and enabled 
us to play all bar one match this year.  We fought hard but ended up mid table and will remain in 
Div. eight again next year but as the new players learn more skills we hope to go from strength to 
strength.  The championship was hard as we were pitted against teams from div six and seven but 
we held our own and won one of the matches but lost the others against stronger teams but it was a 
good learning experience for the players. 



Cup was the highlight of our season as we did much better and ended up being narrowly beaten in 
the Semi-final by Star of Erin on the day having beaten them earlier in the season we had hoped for 
the win but it was not to be.   

We would like to thank all the players for their commitment to a young team starting out on their 
journey in the club.  The players forged bonds with each other and we would like to think they have 
made new friends and learned along the way and we look forward to next year and the new 
challenges to come. 

Report on Gaelic 4 Mothers & Others in 2014 

Background 

The Gaelic4Mothers & Others (G4M&O) initiative is an innovative way to introduce mothers and 
other women to playing Ladies Gaelic Football. The initiative sees women playing Ladies Gaelic 
Football in a fun, non-competitive and social environment.  As well as keeping fit with the emphasis 
on fun, the participants learn the background to playing rules, the reasons for the techniques behind 
coaching and some of the stretching and warming up routines, while at the same time meeting other 
women in the area.   

Player Numbers 

2014 was the sixth year for G4M&O in Cuala and from a high in 2010 of up to 30 players training, 
numbers have gone up and down over the intervening years. This year numbers continued to 
fluctuate with approximately 12 to 15 players in the group and approximately 8 to 10 training 
regularly on Wednesday evenings in Meadowvale or the Cuala Hall depending on the time of year.  
At times however numbers dipped to only 5 or 6 so a meeting was held after the summer to discuss 
the sustainability of the group in light of declining numbers.  It was agreed to start back in 
September and give it one last go and thankfully a number of new players have joined and this has 
helped reinvigorate the group.  

2015 

To make the G4M&O initiative a continuing success we need more players so we plan a recruitment 
drive in January. We will also be looking for a new coach in 2015 as due to competing commitments 
with other Cuala teams, our coach for the last 5 years Fintan Q will also be stepping down due to 
competing commitments with other teams. 

Other 

The highlight of the year was the fifth G4M&O Mini All Ireland and it was again a great success with 
4 teams and 28 women competing in the afternoon of the Cuala Academy Mini All Ireland finals.  
Unlike previous years, we did not compete in any of the ‘official’ G4M&O blitzes this year however 
we did play one challenge game against Stars of Erin which we won and we are due to participate in 
a local blitz in Kilmacud Crokes at the end of November. 

Finally, many thanks to all who helped during the year, especially Cliodhna for all her work in co-
ordinating the group, Claire and Sile for organising the mini All Ireland and all the players who 



participated with such good humour during the year for their continued support and 
encouragement.  Go raibh maith agaibh go léir. 

Fionntán Ó Cuill    Samhain 2014 

Report on Minor Camogie in 2014 

Games and Training 

Having competed at minor level in camogie for the first time ever in 2013, 2014 was about 
establishing ourselves and the fledgling Dublin Minor Development League which was a Cuala led 
initiative.  In both regards the year was a success with Cuala continuing to be competitive in all 
matches and the league growing from 1 Section of 5 teams in 2013 to 2 Sections of 7 in 2014.  Cuala 
played 8 league games, winning 4 of 5 in the opening round of games putting us in joint top spot 
going into the ‘Top 4 / Bottom 4’ part of the competition. Unfortunately injuries and conflicting 
priorities with adult camogie made it difficult in the latter stages of the competition and the girls 
were unlucky to lose out in the each of the final 3 games.  

Overall however it has been another very successful year at minor with the girls also competing 
successfully in 3 challenge games, 2 Mini Blitzes over the summer and an annual Ballyboden St Endas 
Invitation Inter County Blitz where we played teams from Wexford and Cork.  The girls will also play 
in this year’s Minor Championship which only commences once the adult championship finishes in 
early November. With another minimum guaranteed 4 games the girls will have played at least 18 
games at Minor level this year. The panel also backboned Cuala’s long awaited return to adult 
camogie in which there were another 12 games giving the girls an overall very healthy 30 games in 
2014. 

 In addition to matches, the girls had their most ever training sessions, continuing to train right over 
the summer due to the Adult Summer Cup.  In total there have been almost 60 sessions to date and 
while attendance levels varied, overall we were satisfied with the commitment shown. 

Player Numbers 

Starting with a panel of 16 players (8 dual and 8 camogie only), we unfortunately lost 4 players 
following the summer break (1 player taking a complete break and 3 dual players who opted for 
football only).  Each of the players have started sixth year and we are confident of getting them all 
back next year post the exams.  The age/code profile of the team at the end of the year is 9 1996’s 
(inc. 1 dual player) and 3 1997s (inc. 1 dual player).  



Throughout the year we were as always very well supported by the U16s (1998s) who never let us 
down and another feature of the year was the appearance of a number of the U14s (2000’s) who 
played in a number of the mini blitzes and challenge games over the summer. 

2015 and the future 

Following the success of the Minor Development competitions over the past 2 years and our 
participation in the adult summer cup and championship this year, the girls are now well positioned 
to enter next year’s adult competitions with confidence. With another 5 adult players to supplement 
the squad and the 1998s well equipped to move straight to adult if they decide, the future is very 
bright for this overall  group of girls who have been the club’s ‘senior’ camogie team for the past 7 
years and who have proudly led the way for the growing number of younger Cuala camogie teams 
and players coming behind them. 

Other 

Finally, many thanks to all who helped during the year, especially Donal M and Barbara and all the 
1998s who played up during the year, Linda, John and Donal D with the Minor footballers with 
whom we continue to work as an overall Minor group, Sharon for washing the jerseys, and all those 
parents who provided lifts to away games.  Most importantly however, sincere thanks to all the girls 
for their continued efforts and commitment to Cuala and to their parents for their continued 
support and encouragement.  Go raibh maith agaibh go léir. 

Fionntán Ó Cuill agus Risteard O Broin,  Samhain 2014 

Report on Adult Camogie in 2014 

Games 

2014 has been a very significant year for camogie in Cuala. While there has always been a strong and 
successful tradition of camogie in the club, we haven’t fielded at adult level since 2008 and as a 
result the return to the adult ranks was always going to be a challenge for the age group that first 
made the breakthrough. Happily 2014 has been the year, 1 year ahead of plan, as the original goal 
was to make a return to adult competition in 2015 when our current crop of minors came of age.

Backboned by this year’s minor panel, ably supported by the U16s and supplemented by 3 ex-seniors 
coaxed out of retirement and 3 adult footballers who have recently taken up camogie, we tested the 
water in this year’s Adult Summer Cup competition.  The 17th of June was the date and while it 
wasn’t exactly ‘Fiche Bliain ag Fás’, it was almost 10 years in the making with the majority of the 
team having come through the Cuala Academy and Juvenile Girls section of the club over the past 9 
or 10 years. Overall we played 5 games, winning 3 and narrowly losing out on making the semi finals, 
but the experiment of playing in the Adult Summer Cup was a huge success with an average of 18 
players turning out for each game, 31 players in total gaining experience of playing adult camogie 
and a great bond forming between a mix of age groups.  

Buoyed by the success of the Summer Cup, we then entered the Adult Senior 7 Championship 
instead of a Minor Development Cup competition and again we more than held our own. Playing 5 



games and winning 3, the team ended their competitive season on a high winning the Senior 7 
Shield with a most comprehensive win over Erin’s Isle in the final. The real success however was the 
number of  games played, including another 2 adult challenge games, Cuala have played 12 adult 
games in total this year, winning 8, not a bad return on our first 4 months back at this level. 

Player Numbers 

Starting the year with only 2 registered adult players (both 1995 footballers who took up camogie in 
2013), we added another 3 ex-seniors who came out of retirement and another adult footballer who 
took up camogie over the summer. Next year, 9 of this year’s minor panel will be registered as adult 
players and along with 3 1997s and the 1998 panel we will have a very healthy number to pick from 
in 2015. 

2015 and the future 

Following our successful participation in Minor Development competitions over the past 2 years, the 
continued success of our 1998s playing at the highest level in Division 1 over the past number of 
seasons along with 4 on this year’s Dublin U16 panels, and our participation in the adult summer cup 
and championship this year, we are now very well positioned to enter next year’s adult competitions 
with confidence.  With the growing number of younger and very successful Cuala camogie teams 
and players coming behind, the future is very bright and in very safe hands. 

Other 

Another significant event this year was the Dublin Camogie County Board Annual Awards where 
Cuala were winners of one of the most prestigious accolades, the medium size Club of the Year 
award.  The award was a great recognition of all the hard work put in by a dedicated group of 
players, coaches and mentors over the past number of years at all age groups. In 2013 Cuala won 
camogie titles at U13, U14, U15 and Minor level and Cuala representation on Dublin county teams 
and development squads is also on the increase including 4 Cuala girls selected on this year’s U16 
county panels. Most significantly however, of the 42 Dublin clubs playing camogie, Cuala now have 
the third largest number of juvenile girls playing, with 375 players registered in 2013, and all from a 
position of having no juvenile camogie teams a short 9 years ago.  The only missing piece of the 
jigsaw was having an adult team but this has now been rectified. 

Two other highlights of the year were two firsts for the club – we now have 3 dual adult players and 
we also had the first mother and daughter pair to play on the one team. 

Finally, many thanks to all who helped during the year, especially all the 1998s who ‘played up’, the 
3 ex-senior players who answered the call, the 3 adult footballers who took a chance and took up 
the sport and all of the Minor team who played during the year for their continued efforts and 
commitment to Cuala and to their parents for their continued support and encouragement.  Go 
raibh maith agaibh go léir. 

Fionntán Ó Cuill,  Risteard O Broin agus Dónall Ó Murchú   Samhain 2014 




