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PRO: Clodagh Hannon 

Registrations 

2006 Boys 79
Girls 37

2007 Boys 93
Girls 58

2008 Boys 105
Girls 52

2009 Boys 54
Girls 32
Total 510

This was the first year for the Academy to have a 4-year-cycle.   
This has benefitted the Academy greatly and we feel the groups are better 
prepared for the move into Juvenile. 

The level of girls participating continues to grow, something we are very happy 
with.  This year however saw the first sign of a slight fall in the numbers of Boys 
joining the new 2009 group and we will have a drive on in January to try and 
increase that number. 

Volunteers 
All groups have excellent volunteer groups.  

Ken Fitzgerald hosted a number of parent’s workshops for us during the year 
which helped us with bringing on the boys and girls skills which have improved 
week on week 

Fundraising and Events 

The sponsored walk was well received by parents and children and proved to be 
a very successful fundraiser. The Calendar has been replaced this year by the 
Christmas Raffle. 



The highlight of the year was the 2014 Mini All Ireland was a great success 
again.  

Through the hard work of the organising committee, led by Paddy Holohan it this 
year turned a profit but more importantly it allowed the Boys and Girls a chance 
to enjoy showcasing what they had learned over the previous season. 

We wish to thank Paddy and the MAI committee for their great energy and 
commitment in making the mini All-Ireland such a success.  

It also brought in two new sponsors to the club and thanks must go to Clodagh 
Hannon for the professional way in which she handled these on our behalf. 

We also had the Centra Skills Camp, which was a great success and thanks to 
Ken Fitzgerald and Declan Cronin for organising this.  

We have also maximised exposure for the Academy through the media with all 
events, ranging from Hector’s visit to the Mini All Ireland featuring in the Gazette, 
The Herald and The Sunday Independent, not to mention the endless tweeting.  

The work done on all these events over the last twelve months has helped to 
both get the Academy on a firm financial footing and more importantly than all to 
let the players enjoy their games and their parents to see the benefits. 

We have also just applied for a DLR grant next year for the Mini All Ireland. 

We also wish to congratulate our three winners at the Cuala Club Awards 
Colmán O’Drisceoil, Denise Burke and Dermot O’Sullivan. 

Go Games, Blitzes and Training 
All groups are achieving large attendance at their Saturday Sessions with as 
always slightly lower numbers mid week.  As outlined with the level of 
volunteering there are always plenty of coaches at hand and those coordinating 
each group are planning these sessions well in advance. 

Go games have gone extremely well for all groups and the teams have acquitted 
themselves extremely well when playing against other clubs.  It is safe to say 
there is no club running away in skill terms from us. 

Blitzes too have been organised and they have now been introduced for the 2008 
groups.  So far these have been a great success. 

The training for the 2009’s who have just begun hurling has gone to plan.  



Despite the bad weather this year we have the contingency plans in place to 
make sure that training continues. 

Issues and Challenges 

The lower numbers of 2009 boys joining is a concern and we have noted that 
other clubs and sports have become more organised than in the recent past and 
we need to make sure we maintain our share of voice as we look to recruit 
members. 

One ongoing strain for all mentors and volunteers is the lack of storage space 
with parents having to load and unload their cars with poles, balls and gear.  The 
Academy would appreciate if some additional space could be found for the 
groups to store training gear 

Stradbrook 

The Academy looks forward to the Stradbrook development and remains 
committed to helping in any way possible. 

Thank you Denise Burke 

We face into the next year with a new Registrar as Denise Burke is finally 
stepping aside.   

It must be noted that the work done by Denise for the Academy over the last four 
years has been priceless and the Academy would just not have functioned 
without her. 

The Academy and the Academy Coiste are extremely grateful for all she has 
done. 



Cuala GAA Club - Academy Financial Report for Year ended 30th September 2014 
Financial Control and Reporting / Tuairisc Airgeadais 
The financial account of the Academy section is attached. The account is fully in 
agreement with the records incorporated in the overall Cuala club accounts which are 
being audited by the club’s external auditors. 
During the year, the Academy Coiste met on a monthly basis and considered as part of its 
regular agenda the finances of the Academy section. All expenses incurred have been 
vouched and all receipts reconciled to bank lodgements. The Academy Coiste are 
satisfied that financial control was maintained over the section.   
We would like to thank all the parents who put in such a huge effort during the year in 
our fundraising activities, whether through organisation or financial support. We would 
also like to thank our all our sponsors from the local community and in particular 
Investec and Hunters Estate Agent, our keynote Mini All-Ireland sponsors. Tá ard-
mholadh tuillte agaibh go léir.  
Financial Performance and Funding  
Income / Teacht Isteach: Total income for the year was €50,333 with the key items as 
follows: 

 Player Registration Fees: The largest component at €30,680 (61% of total income), being 
the €65 per player the Academy keeps from the annual registration fee with the 
remaining €90 per player being retained by Cuala central finance to cover central club 
costs.  

 Fundraising: We had a successful year with €19,653 generated, representing 39% of 
total income. A slightly disappointing sponsored walk in April was more than offset by a 
fantastic Christmas raffle and a Mini All Ireland that was profitable due to increased 
sponsorship.  

Expenditure / Caiteachas: Total expenditure amounted to €28,963 with the key items as 
follows: 

 55% of costs are directly related to training, with spending of €8,105 on equipment and 
€7,696 on the rental of all-weather pitches during the winter months.  

 24% of costs relate to the playing of matches with €2,784 paid to referees and €4,050 
paid in team entry fees to the county boards. 

 €3,194 (11% of costs) was spent on refreshments for the children during training 
sessions and blitzes and on the Christmas party. 

 €2,360 was paid to Cuala central finance, being a levy of €5 per player to help cover 
central costs. 

Surplus / Brabús: An initial surplus of €21,370 was generated for the year, although this 
excludes:  

 Payment due to the 2005 groups of €6,660 which is recorded as a transfer to them 
(rather than a cost) as they leave shortly for the Juvenille sections. 

 Cost of jerseys which are purchased every second year and in the prior year cost €7,338 
for a two year supply. A similar payment will be made shortly for year ended September 
2015. 

We therefore calculate an adjusted surplus of €11,000 for the year and a cost to the 
Academy of funding the coaching, playing and social activities of the children of €83 per 



player. We contribute further to central Cuala costs for services from which the Academy 
benefits. 
Summary: Both income and costs were higher this year due to the higher player numbers 
as the 2005 Group stayed an extra year in the Academy. The section continues to 
generate a surplus of approx. €12,000 per year, with a bank balance of €38,701 at end 
September 2014. We consider this to be prudent financial management, planning for the 
future whilst also allowing for the children’s training, playing and social activities to be 
comfortably funded.   
Seán Ó Dochraigh (Academy Cisteoir / Treasurer) 

Conclusion 

The past year has been a relatively successful one for the Academy. Numbers 
are healthy and involvement levels are good. With so many draws and attractions 
from other sports in the area we always face a battle for people’s time and 
energy and finances. 

With the structures we have in place and the fact that parents can be involved in 
and see the benefits for their children from the time, effort and money invested 
we feel we can continue to succeed in 2015. 
We would like to wish our 2005 Groups all the best as they leave the Academy. 

We would like to thank the Officers of the Club and the Coiste for their work and 
support.   

Cuala Academy Coiste  


