
 
 Chairperson and Secretary Report for 2015 
 Cuala Juvenile Girls Section  
Welcome to the 2015 AGM for the Juvenile Girls Section. 
 
Yet again 2015 has proved to be an exciting and successful year for Club and the Juvenile 
Girls teams in particular. The Juvenile Girls section continues to grow in terms of numbers 
coming in (2006s this year have 38) and many groups maintaining their numbers so the future 
is very encouraging. It is very rewarding to see girls participation in sport in general growing 
and all our work is helping in this endeavour. 
 
This year 2001s and 2002s both had two teams participating in the football Championship 
and league (2001s only) which meant maximum playing time for all girls.  The 2001s 
received huge support from the 2002s throughout 2015 to field the two teams and then from 
September 2002s received great support from 2003s.  A big thank you to both groups. As a 
result of reduced numbers, our 99s played camogie with the Adult Camogie team and many 
of them were part of the team that won the Adult Camogie Championship Final.  
 
We also hosted three Football Finals (2 November) in Hyde Road.  Well done to Pat 
O’Donoghue for securing the Final which is great for Cuala’s profile within Dublin Ladies 
Football and well done to all the mentors, players, parents and supporters who made the day a 
huge success.   
 
Last year we introduced two additional roles onto the committee – Club Coaching 
representative (Siobhan Murphy) and Section PRO (Rob Hartnett).  Thank you both for 
promoting the Juvenile Girls in the wider Cuala community.   
 
In September the Section organised hundreds of tickets and two double decker buses to attend 
the All Ireland Ladies Football final for Juvenile Girls, Academy and parents. A great day 
was had by all.    
 
Our various age groups in Juvenile Girls have had successes throughout the year and each 
age group will take you through their year later in the meeting.  However some key highlights 
from the 2015 season. 
 

 All age groups playing at a competitive level played in a final in the recent 
Championship competitions which is a testament to the quality of player and 
mentoring 

 The 1999s played with the Adult Camogie team and helped win the Adult Camogie 
Final (Division 5)  

 The 2000s won their Championship Football Final (Division 3) (vs N. Barrog) 



 The 2001 A team won the Division 1 Football Championship County Final (for the 
second year in a row) 

 The 2001 B team won the Division 6 Shield Football Final  
 The 2001s Camogie team came third in the Division 1 Feile which secured them a 

place in the All Ireland 3rd Place Final in Pearse Park Stadium (Galway) 
 The 2002s A team won the Division 2 Camogie Championship 
 2003’s and 2004’s and 2005’s have competed strongly in their Go Games 
 2005 have transitioned well from the Academy and have a strong group for next 

year    
 Many girls in our Section played for Dublin in both codes at U16 and U14 level – 

Fantastic achievement 
 
This year saw the successful continuation of alternate week-ends (similar to the boys).  This 
positive move has benefited the under 11s and the under 10’s and also helped the under 12’s 
as a compromise model implemented for them in 2014 was continued in 2015.  Feedback 
given from the Section to both County Boards this month is to continue to roll this out.  
 
The Section Committee was very active during the last year and met on a monthly 
basis.  This is not to mention the countless other Groups and Committees served and engaged 
with by people in this room and others in the Section.  The work behind the scenes is quite 
extraordinary so many thanks to all who attended Committees, Coiste meetings, Workshops, 
County Board Meetings, quarterly Chair and Secretary meeting etc. 
 
At this point, it is important that we thank the mentors/coaches and administrators who train 
and manage all the age groups in the Juvenile Girls section (2005-1999 year groups).   We 
often forget that all are volunteers who give of their free time and get no reward for it other 
than knowing that their players are hugely benefiting in many ways – lifelong friendships 
formed, team skills, etc. 
 
Whilst the large numbers of girls playing Camogie AND Football is very encouraging it also 
presents significant challenges to the Section.  

 Retention of players  
 Improve the appeal of Cuala GAA Club to potential playing members at all ages and 

not restrict the recruitment drive to the initial Academy entrance year.  We note recent 
successes in new girls joining the under 10’s and 11’s since the end of the summer 
and the work those Groups have done here (bring a friend) 

 
We hope to continue to address these recruitment and retention issues and meet these 
challenges in 2016. 
 
There are many others on the Juvenile Girls Committee who carry many other roles within 
Cuala and in the G.A.A. – thank you to all.  Thank you to the Coiste and wider Cuala who 
have provided invaluable background support and advice throughout the year. Thank you to 
Barry Burke and Ken Fitzgerald who provide huge coaching support throughout the Juvenile 
Girls’ Section.  
 
We would also like to mention that our thoughts are with the family and friends of one of our 
own club members and former Juvenile player who sadly passed away at the beginning of the 
year, Orla Quill.  May she rest in peace.   
 



Finally we would like to pay particular thanks and tribute to Maria O’Sullivan, Orla Tallon 
and Siobhan Murphy who have done tremendous work over many years for the Section.  We 
wish them all the best as they move into the Adult Ladies Section this January.  Their 
wisdom, hard work and humour will be sorely missed.   
Karen O’Connor (Chairperson) and Maeve Grogan (Secretary)   
 
Cuala 2005 Girls Annual Report 2015 
2015 Tuairisc Grúpa 2005 Cailíní 
The past year has been a successful one for the 2005 cailíní. We have 38 girls registered, with 
most actively involved and continue to attract new players. We train twice weekly, 
Wednesdays at Holy Child Killiney and Fridays in the Cuala Hall, with Go Games on 
Saturdays. We typically have numbers in the mid 20s for training sessions and the approx. 30 
for Go Games. 
Team spirit across the group is very strong and the girls have bonded well and mix well 
between their schools. One of our core objectives is to facilitate the social activities of the 
group, as we recognise that this aspect has become more important to the girls as they grow 
older. Our hope is to put a big effort into maintaining our numbers such that we have enough 
girls for two playing panels in later years at juvenile level. 
We have 4 coaches with Level 1coaching awards and 3 with Foundation level awards. Two 
of our foundation level coaches are planning to do the Level 1 course this November.  
We entered 3 teams in the camogie and football Go Games this year which the girls really 
enjoyed. We were generally very competitive, particularly in Football, with the larger and 
single code clubs providing the toughest opposition. 
We held a very successful St. Patrick’s Day Céilí as our main fundraiser last March. 
Thanks must go to all the parents who help out, with parental involvement very high. 
Michael Walsh and Patrick O’Donnell 
Cuala Cailíní 2005. 
 
Cuala 2004 Girls Annual Report 2015 
2015 Tuairisc Grúpa 2004 Cailíní  
 
The past year has been a successful year for the 2004 cailíní. D’éirigh go geal leo i mbliana. 
We have 39 girls registered, with 35 actively involved. We used our “bring a friend” 
September initiative again, with some success although less than last year. We train twice 
weekly, Mondays in the Hall and Wednesdays at Holy Child Killiney, with Go Games 
alternating on Saturdays and Sundays. We typically have numbers in the high 20s for training 
sessions and the mid-twenties for Go Games.  
 
Team spirit across the group continues to be very strong and the girls mix well between their 
schools. One of our core objectives is to facilitate the social activities of the group, as we 
recognise that this aspect has become more important to the girls as they grow older. Our 
hope is to put a big effort into maintaining our numbers such that we have enough girls for 
two playing panels in later years at juvenile level. A good example of these social activities 
were a walk up to Bray Head and separately, the trip to the All-Ireland Ladies Final. 
 
Ghlacamar páirt ins na ceardlanna a chur Cionnait i bhfeidhem i mbliana – buíochas leis as 
ucht na seisiún sin mar gur chabraigh said go mór linn chun feabhas a chur ar ár gcuid 



scileanna mar bainisteoirí. Our coaches have all completed the Foundation level coaching 
course, with many also completing the Award 1. We generally have good coaching support 
from the parents. 
 
We entered 2 teams in the camogie and football Go Games this year which the girls really 
enjoyed. We were generally very competitive, with the larger and single code clubs providing 
the toughest opposition. We streamed for the first time for camogie, but not football. The 
streaming is working well with the girls competing at the right level for their skill levels 
Ba mhaith linn ár mbuíochas a ghabháil le gach duine a thug tacaíocht duinn i mbliana, go 
háirithe na tuismitheoirí. Tá moladh tuillte ag na cailíní chomh maith, as an obair a chuir siad 
go léir isteach i mbliana agus an méid dul chun cinn atá déanta acu ó thaobh na scileanna de. 
 
Thanks must go to all the parents who help out, with parental involvement very high. 
 
Seán Ó Dochraigh & Colmán Ó Drisceoil. 
Cuala Cailíní 2004. 
 
Cuala 2003 Girls Annual Report 2015 
 
The 2003 girls had a good year. Numbers are down slightly from last year with several girls 
finding they had to drop an activity after going to secondary school. A number of girls 
dropped one code but continue to play. We also had 3 new girls join us. We currently have 27 
girls playing football and 26 playing Camogie.  
The girls are continuing to improve in both Football and Camogie skills and this is clearly 
seen in their recent matches.  
This year we fielded 2 teams in both Camogie and Football and we helped the 2002 girls to 
field an extra team in their Championship. This was our last year in Go Games. We continued 
grading as previously in Camogie with our A team finding tough competition and our B team 
having good competitive matches and finishing the year strongly. In football we started 
graded matches from October and this was great for the girls particularly the B team with 
some girls really coming on in terms of skills and confidence.  
With our current numbers moving forward into U13 competitive leagues we will probably be 
only able to field 1 team in both Football and Camogie - no final decision has been made yet. 
We are training Monday and Wednesday evenings and continue to get good numbers - 20 to 
each session. Thanks to SalllyAnn Moylan for organising - mum in attendance at each 
training session as well as help in setting up pitches for home matches.  
Thanks as well to our great Mentor group - Fionan Breathnach, Colm Begley, Derek 
Murnaghan, Gary Morrissey and Cristin Reddin  
 Cuala 2002 Girls Annual Report 2015 
2015 Tuairisc Grúpa 2002 Cailíní  
 
2015 was a good year for the 2002 girls. We have 27 girls playing football and 25 who play 
camogie. They train on Mondays and Wednesdays – attendance is very good and the sessions 
are very noisy. They are a happy, cohesive and sociable group with a strong team spirit. 
  
We fielded one Camogie team in Division 2 of the league, which contained 6 teams 
and proved very competitive with little between most of the teams. We won three matches 



and lost seven (4 by 3 points or less) and finished 5th. Based on our dissatisfaction with girls 
not getting as much game time as they would have liked in the League, we entered 2 teams in 
the Camogie championships with the help of the 2003 (and some 2004) girls. Our A 
team competed in the B Camogie championship which comprised 6 teams. After the Round 
Robin stage, Cuala finished 4th and so faced 1st placed Commercials in the semi-final. Despite 
having lost to the same opposition by 14 points a week earlier, they performed brilliantly in 
Rathcoole to win by 6 points and set up a Final showdown with Castleknock (to whom they 
had lost twice in the League and with whom they drew in the Championship). 
They deservedly won a nail-biter by 3-3 to 3-2 to take the U13 B Championship in the 
Phoenix Park. The Camogie B team performed well in some of their D championship 
matches, before being beaten by Na Fianna in the semi-final of the 
Shield. Three Cuala 2002 girls (Saoirse O’Donnell, Sunni Shaffrey & Jennifer 
Sheeran) played in the U13 Dublin Development Squad in Camogie  
  
We fielded one Football team in Division 2 of the League, where we won 2 matches and had 
some heavy defeats. Again, in order to provide as many girls as many opportunities to play 
matches as possible, we entered 2 teams in the Championship. The Football A team had some 
good performances and wins in the Division 3 championship before going out in the semi-
final to a strong O’Dywer’s team in Balbriggan. The Football B team competed in the 
Division 6 championship and lost in the Shield semi-final to Ballyboden.Many 2002 
girls enjoyed playing for the 2001B football team both in League and Championship, where 
they were part of a Shield-winning team. 
  
On the social front, the girls had a pizza and outdoor Movie Night in Saoirse’s back garden, 
which they surprised themselves by surviving without their phones. The girls and their 
families thoroughly enjoyed a Night at the Dogs in Shelbourne Park that neatly doubled as a 
very successful fund-raiser. 
  
A very big thank you to all the parents who work so hard to support the 2002 girls. 
Margaret Kelly looks after weekly emails, Juvenile Girls Committee & player registration; 
Deborah Byrne looks after Camogie fixtures & administration and finance; and Jenny 
Kirkwood looks after football fixtures and administration (and baking). Sheila Kerrigan and 
Colm O’Donnell look after Camogie coaching and management; while Garrett Scollard, Ray 
Mulholland and Philip Shaffrey look after Football. Fund-raising activities – including a 
clothing/recycling drive and bag-packs – are co-ordinated byAnna Whelan, Mary Sheridan & 
Michael Fenlon. Despite their (alleged) retirement, both Niamh O’Connor and Colm 
Small remain very supportive, sharing their experience in coaching, administration and set-
up  
  
Thanks go too to the wider group of parents. With a group of 27 we are very dependent 
on their support and help with training, games and logistics/fundraising.  This help is given 
in spades. Two meetings of the parents in the Group were held during 2015 which were 
very well-attended. 
  
The girls continue to develop and make great strides, with many players making considerable 
progress. This year we are looking forward to Féile and fervently hoping that we will have 
some away matches this side of Swords.   
  
Thanks finally to the Juvenile Girls Officers and Committee for their ongoing support. 
 



Cuala 2001 Girls Annual Report 2015 
2015 Tuairisc Grúpa 2001 Cailíní  
 
The 2001 girls fielded two teams in the Football League and two teams in the Football 
Championship.  
 
The A Football team played in Division 1 of the League and Division 1 of the Championship. 
There were seven teams playing in Division 1 of the League and seven in the Division 1 
Championship out of a total of fifty two under 14 girls teams in the County.  
 
The 2001s A Football team won the Division 1 Championship. It was an excellent 
achievement and is the second year in a row that the 2001 Girls have won the Division 1 
Championship. There are still matches to be completed in the Division 1 Football league.  
 
The B football team won the Division 6 Shield and finished 2nd in the Division 6 League. 
Huge thanks is due to the 2002 girls for their very significant help and support in helping us 
field a second football team. 
 
One team was fielded in the Camogie league and in the Camogie Championship.  
 
The 2001 Camogie team played in Division 1 of the Camogie League and in the A 
Championship. There were seven teams playing in Division 1 of the League and seven teams 
in the A Championship out of a total of 32 U14 girls teams in the County. 
 
The girls play brilliantly to reach the semi-final of the Camogie Championship and finished 
6th in the League. 
 
The 2001 girls fielded two teams in the Football Feile in Division 1 and Division 6 and 
fielded one team in the Camogie Feile Division 1.  
 
Despite playing very well and winning two group matches the A Football team exited at the 
group stage as did the B Football team.  
 
The Camogie Feile was a great success with the girls playing brilliantly to finish third in 
Division 1. As a result the girls qualified to play in the National Feile in Galway against the 
third placed teams from the other seven A graded counties, Cork, Clare, Galway, Limerick, 
Tipperary, Waterford and Kilkenny. Being drawn in a group with the teams from Cork, 
Kilkenny and Clare was difficult. However the girls were brilliant and won their group and 
qualified for the final in Pearse Park. The girls played really well but lost the final to 
Craughwell from Galway by a point.  
 
Thanks to the parents for all the help with the training and matches especially Brian Mullally, 
Ray Mullholland, Ashley McKeown, Colette O’Shea, Eileen Deegan, Fiona Doherty, 
Fionnuala O’Kelly, Joe Byrne, Karen O’Connor, Mary Ann O’Carroll, Maurice Basquille, 
Michael O’Sullivan, Rob Hartnett and Siobhan Murphy, 
 



Fundraising: Thanks to Jessica Lewis who manages the fundraising for the 2001s and to all 
the parents who have helped in the running of a large number of fundraisers throughout the 
year.  
 
Thanks to the Juvenile Girls Committee and to the club Coiste for the work they do.   
 
Thanks to Ken Fitzgerald and to Barry Burke for running the Easter and Summer camps. A 
fair amount of the 2001s attended and the girls enjoyed and benefited a lot from the camps.    
 Cuala 2000 Girls Annual Report 2015 
2015 Tuairisc Grúpa 2000 Cailíní  
 
The 2015 season for the ’00 girls began in January with an overnight team building visit to a 
seaside youth hostel in Wexford, organised through JP Byrne.  In addition to lots of fun, the 
mentors and players discussed and agreed priorities for the year ahead.  As always the 
generous support of parents, that is a feature throughout the year, was strongly in evidence on 
this occasion with parents, travelling, cooking and staying overnight with the team. 
 
League Our Camogie league campaign started well with an opening victory but unfortunately success 
eluded us thereafter.  Our game plan was upset when Sinead Wylde was initially absent by 
having the honour of playing up for Dublin U16 Camogie and subsequently being absent 
through injury.  With two games in hand we will end the league at the bottom of the Division 
Two table.  Irrespective of luck and narrow defeats, all of the girls without exception, worked 
very hard and each improved their own personal skill levels during this league campaign 
under the natural leadership of Captain Ciara Byrne.  Ciara also had the honour of playing 
U15 Dublin Camogie this year. 
 
We began the football league with some apprehension given our promotion from Division 
Four to Division Three.  A draw away to Skerries in the opening game inspired some 
confidence and we performed well overall, winning a further four games and losing five.  We 
finished the league in fourth place which was a reasonable performance given our promotion 
but given the consistent improvement of players we had a feeling that we were capable of 
greater success. 
 
Championship  Back in action, Sinead Wylde, captained the team for the Camogie Championship and our 
high hopes for some success were initially frustrated at the early stages of the 
competition.  We ended up in third place after the round robin section, narrowly missing out 
on the Championship semi-finals, but we re-focussed on the Shield semi-final against St. 
Brigids, who had played Division One League.   We won this game well and faced Raheny in 
the final, again another team that had played at Division One level.  We played our best game 
ever to date and having never beaten Raheny before, emerged victors. 
 



Previously the ’00 footballers won the Division Four Shield in 2013 and in 2014 were Feile 
and League Runners Up in the same division.  Going back to our planning session in 
Wexford in January, we had talked about a Championship Final this year.  As the 
championship progressed we gained in confidence, as the girls’ performance individually and 
more importantly, as a team, continued to grow.   On Saturday 31st October, a memorable 
Cuala day, we had a great final against N. Barrog.  Led by Captain Zoe Hall we became 
Division Three Champions, winning the match 5:11 to 3:8.  
 
Team Development Our camogie panel at 17 is uncomfortably small but we hugely appreciate the consistent 
support we receive from Magnus with players from the ’01 group.  We are at risk of 
relegation to Division 3 next season, which we will oppose, given our performance in the 
Shield and the exceptional circumstances that challenged us in the league. 
 
Our football panel has contracted slightly with a couple of players focussing on Camogie but 
with a new recruit coming on board at the end of the year we should have 19 players going 
into 2016 and potentially play in Division Two.  Our special thanks are given to the 99’s for 
releasing Emer Loughlin on key occasions.  A number of our girls played up with the ‘99s 
and enjoyed the experience very much.  Derek, Orla and Maria treated them very well and the 
exposure to U16 football served them well. 
 
In other developments, four of our girls who have started Transition Year (Ali McIntyre, 
Grainne Dalton, Lucia Fennell and Roisin Quill) are assisting Fintan Quill with Gaelic for 
Mothers & Other training and two other TY students (Sinead Wylde and Mairead Martin) are 
undertaking the Dermot Earley Leadership programme.   
 
The ’00 players in both codes benefitted from training and playing over the summer with the 
adults and such inter-age initiatives are regarded by our group very positively. 
 
Acknowledgements The ‘00s are fortunate to have positive and generous support from all parents, who come to 
both home and away matches in great number and are on hand to enthusiastically help with 
whatever assistance is required.  Few teams are in the fortunate position where every family 
is involved in some way and on the team’s behalf I would like to express our sincerest 
thanks.  Dermot Malone and Fintan Quill have yet again put their heart and soul into 
coaching the girls this year and the success we enjoyed this year is an appropriate 
acknowledgement of their tremendous work.  Of course they were not alone and in particular 
JP Byrne, Barry Burke and Cormac O’Tiernaigh have intervened with welcome support at 
critical periods over the year.  We express our deep gratitude to all.   
 
Jim O’Toole 
 
 Cuala 1999 Girls Annual Report 2015 
2015 Tuairisc Grúpa 1999 Cailíní   The majority of this team have been together for over 10 years. In 2015 due to the tight numbers of dual players and junior cert pressure it was decided to merge with the older age 



groups for camogie. This resulted in 8 of the 99 girls playing Div 5 & 7 Adult camogie which has brought on their hurling skills greatly.  
 The football panel for the 1999 group consisted of 16 girls for the year. This was a very tight panel of players which required a strong commitment from all throughout the year and to their credit they never let each other down.  We are very grateful to the 2000 age group who willingly supplied us with substitutions on numerous occasions.   
 Football  The team competed in DLFA Div 2 league, winning 4 out of 6 league games which meant we finished runners up in the league.  
 The 99's were graded into Div 1 for championship, which was a reflection of their performances in the league. Due to our tight panel & girls on transition year exchanges in order to compete at the higher level a proposal was put to the section to enter a team, similar to other clubs, merging the best of 99 & 00 groups. Unfortunately this was not agreed so we asked the co board for a re-grade to div 2 due to the numbers of girls we had available to play in the competition.  
 With the support from a number of the 00 girls the group again were very competitive in the Div 2 championship, however we lost 2 games by a single point having scored 2-10 and 2-12 in both games. Unfortunately goals win matches and in both games we conceded 5 goals. This resulted in us competing for the shield. We played Ballyboden in the semi-final who had won the Div 2 league earlier in the year beating ourselves well on the way. The Cuala girls had a slow start and found themselves 11 points down with 20 minutes to go. The girls realising that this could possibly be their last match together as a group dug deep and scored 2-9 to win the game by a point. They faced Templeogue Synge street in the final and fought hard in a very close & competitive contest losing by a point with the last kick of the ball.    We would like to congratulate Jennifer Dunne & Eimear Loughlin who represented the club by playing on the Dublin u16 team who won the Leinster Championship and were defeated by the eventual winners Kerry in the All Ireland semi-final.   Coaching/Training The girls trained once a week and at the latter end of the season merged training with the adult ladies which brought their skills and confidence levels up.    Acknowledgements We would like to thank all the girls; for their commitment and the many hours of fun they have given us.  Many thanks to all the parents who have been just as committed and who are always available to support and help the team. A special word of thanks to Karen Byrne who has cared for our team kit throughout the year and Celestine Byrne who attended training on many a cold wet night and who also is our principal first aider. Thanks to the dads for pitch set up and umpiring, Mike Loughlin, Ray Reilly, Paul Scully, Brian Boyle, Conor Hickey, Paul Byrne and Roy Byrne (none of the Byrnes related).  Thanks to Barry Burke (Cuala GPO) for his assistance with training at stages during the year.  



 Finally thanks to the juvenile girls committee for all their help and support throughout the years. After 10 years we have now come to the end of this teams participation in the Juvenile Leagues and the group will now move to minor merging with the 1998 girls. This transition will be helped greatly by the numerous occasions that they have played or trained together over the last few years. The group will now become stronger with a larger panel in 2016 of over 25 players with the competition for starting places intensifying. The group will be competing all going well in Div 1.   
 The future of ladies football and Camogie in Cuala looks bright and we have no doubts that all of the current 1999 panel will play a big part in this for many years to come.  
 Go raibh mile maith agaibh.   Derek,Orla and Maria 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 


