Dublin LGFA Media Guidelines:

GUIDELINES FOR PHOTOGRAPHIC/RECORDED IMAGES;

It should be noted that having photographic and filming guidelines is not about preventing parents and guardians from taking pictures, but rather to ensure that only those who have a right to take photographs do so and that all images are captured in a sensible and non-intrusive way. 

These safeguards should still permit and facilitate the recording of relevant and suitable materials, should allow us to photograph the enjoyment gained by participating in our games, should enable coaches to use the latest technology in the delivery of training skills and should also enable clubs to promote their activities in a safe and non-threatening manner. 

A sensible approach is required when deciding on what may or may not be appropriate as we do not wish to prohibit the recording of games, coaching or celebrations at club level through the use of photography or by recording on video equipment. 

The key issues that we should address regarding the use of images and photographs of children/young people are: 

• Ensuring agreement and permission of parents/ guardians in the taking and any use of images/ photographs 

• Seeking such agreement as part of the annual membership affiliation process (check to see who has ticked the opt out clause on Foireann)

• Avoiding the individual identification of children in group or team photographs unless by agreement e.g. for special events, an award or achievements ceremony 

• Ensuring prior accreditation is given to ‘professional photographers’ or those using high spec equipment who may attend your games or events.  Dublin LGFA MEDIA APPLICATION FORM contains separate terms and conditions which must be adhered too. 

• Ensuring that images/photographs chosen are suitable and in good taste with the images chosen or recorded focussing on activity rather than a particular child. 

• Clubs, coaches and volunteers permitting the use of video equipment as a legitimate coaching aid and as a means of recording special occasions; however, care should be taken in the dissemination, storage and use of such material. 

Please note a memo circulated by the Safeguarding Officer of the LGFA Aisling Harkin on 13th of August 2024 last states “The use of Veo is being reviewed from a Data Protection and Safeguarding perspective and further guidance will follow in due course. We at this moment in time are asking that Veo is not used for any underage teams training, games etc”. 

• Parents and spectators taking photographs/recordings should where possible seek permission in advance from the Club/County Board and should also be prepared to identify themselves if requested and state the purpose for their photography/filming. 

If Club/County Board personnel are unhappy about any matter relating to photography the permission granted may be withdrawn immediately.

It should be noted that we have little or no influence on what photographs may be taken and published in local or national newspapers as such photography is covered by a different set of guidelines. 

Should we ever be unhappy with the publication of such photographs or images we can address this matter with the individual newspaper or the Press Council of Ireland and the Office of the Press Ombudsman.

https://www.gaa.ie/the-gaa/child-safeguarding-and-protection/code-of-behaviour

TIPS:
Reduce the number of images you post on your Facebook page to avoid the attraction of scammers ideal number is a max of 20. 

Only post low-res images on social media to avoid scammers ‘scrapping images’ and reposting on unauthorised sites

Stamp or credit your club’s images so if they are reposted on another page or site you as owner can request they be taken down or credited accordingly. 

A website to use to stamp and reduce image size is https://www.faststone.org/FSResizerDetail.htm




